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Module code AH-4303  

Module Title Southeast Asia from Subsistence to Industrialization 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (History and International Studies) 

Type of Module Major Option/Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload 8 hours/week 

Contact hours              4 hours/week 

Prerequisite None 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
 This module aims to examine the socio-economic history of Southeast Asia from the premodern era through 
our present age in the twenty-first century.  It also seeks to raise the question whether the categories of 
analysis deployed by economists and other scholars – development and underdevelopment, subsistence and 
industrialization – are applicable or useful for the Southeast Asian case. 
 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 
 

Lower order : 30% - Summarize historical developments in trade, agriculture, and industry in Southeast 
Asia  
- Remember facts, details, and dates from reading and lecture 

 

Middle order :  30% - Analyse the linkages between “economic” concerns and a range of social, cultural, 
and religious phenomena  
- Situate Southeast Asian socioeconomic change within the wider histories of 
imperialism and globalisation  
 - Compare and contrast information from different colonies and nations.  
- Evaluate the pros and cons of scholarly arguments  
 

Higher order: 40% - Apply historical knowledge to matters of contemporary concern such as economics 
and finance.  
- Learn to critically assess opinions, identify bias, and reflect upon analysis  
- Synthesize and formulate original arguments from a variety of historical source 
material 

Module Contents 
 
- Historical developments in the economy of Southeast Asian societies 
- Historical developments in the spread of colonialism to Southeast Asia. 
- Debates about modernization theory, underdevelopment, subsistence, and industrialization 
- Readings by scholars in the economic history of Southeast Asia 
- Applying historical information to research topic 

Assessment Formative assessment   Comments on early draft of essay; qualitative feedback on 
tutorial presentation and participation  
 

Summative assessment Examination: 50% 

Coursework:  50%            
- Class participation  (10%) 
- tutorial presentation  (10%)   
- Essay                    (30%) 
 

 
 


